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2024 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    ETHICS AND ELECTIONS 

 Senator Burgess, Chair 

 Senator Rouson, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Monday, February 26, 2024 

TIME: 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Mallory Horne Committee Room, 37 Senate Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Burgess, Chair; Senator Rouson, Vice Chair; Senators Avila, Grall, Ingoglia, Martin, 
Mayfield, Polsky, and Powell 

 

TAB OFFICE and APPOINTMENT (HOME CITY) FOR TERM ENDING COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 

 
Senate Confirmation Hearing: A public hearing will be held for consideration of the below-

named executive appointments to the offices indicated. 
 

 
 

 Board of Trustees of Miami-Dade College   

1  Felipe, Marcell (Coral Gables) 05/31/2026 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees of Polk State College   

2  Ross, Cynthia Hartley (Lakeland) 05/31/2025 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Greater Miami Expressway Agency   

3  Cancio-Johnson, Mariana "Marili" (Key Biscayne) 07/03/2027 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Governors of the State University System   

4  Barnett, Ashley B. (Winter Haven) 01/06/2026 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

  Cerio, Timothy M. (Tallahassee) 01/06/2031 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

  Levine, Alan M. (Johnson City) 01/06/2031 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Florida Housing Finance Corporation   

5  Hoblit, Olivia Romal (Yulee) 11/13/2024 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Governor's Mansion Commission   

6  Mica, Mary (Tallahassee) 09/30/2027 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

  Ross, Ashley (Tallahassee) 12/19/2026 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

  Weida, Kyley () 09/30/2024 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Pilot Commissioners   

7  Darienzo, Eric (Parkland) 10/31/2024 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 
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 Director, Florida State Guard   

8  Thieme, Mark A. (Apollo Beach) Pleasure of Governor Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees, Florida A & M University   

9  White, Michael David II (Tallahassee) 01/06/2028 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees, New College of Florida   

10  Patterson, Donald (Sarasota) 01/06/2026 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Board of Trustees, Florida Polytechnic University   

11  Panuccio, Jesse () 11/07/2027 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Florida Elections Commission, Chair   

12  Mizelle, Chad () 01/05/2027 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Florida Elections Commission   

13  Hayes, John Martin (Tallahassee) 12/31/2024 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

  Joyce, Richard F. (St. Augustine) 12/31/2027 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

  Smith, Kymberlee C. (Pembroke Pines) 12/31/2024 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

 Commission on Ethics   

14  Descovich, Tina () 06/30/2024 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 6 Nays 3 

 

  Fuste, Luis M. () 06/30/2025 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

  Lukis, Ashley (Tallahassee) 06/30/2025 Recommend Confirm 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 

 

  Moore, Ed H. (Tallahassee) 06/30/2025 Not Considered 
 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
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2024 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Gommittee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

lN RE: Executive Appointment of

Chad Mizelle

Florida Elections Commission, Chair

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Mr. Chad Mizelle

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Ethics and Elections of the Florida Senate will
conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 26,2024, in the Mallory Horne

Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 11:00 a.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1) of the Rules

of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing.
DATED this the 21st day of February,2024

on Ethics and Elections

Danny Bu
As Chair and by authority of the

cc: Members, Committee on Ethics and Elections
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

02212024.1735 s-014 (03/04/13)



2024 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Gommittee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

lN RE: Executive Appointment of

John Martin Hayes

Florida Elections Commission

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Mr. John Martin Hayes

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Ethics and Elections of the Florida Senate will

conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 26,2024, in the Mallory Horne

Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 11:00 a.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1) of the Rules

of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing
DATED this the 21st day of February,2024

Com on Ethics and Elections

o
Danny Burgess

As Chair and by authority of the ittee

cc: Members, Committee on Ethics and Elections
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

02212024.1735 s-014 (03/04/13)
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Txe Flonroe Serlte

GOMMITTEE WITNESS OATH

CHAIR:

Please raise your right hand and be

sworn in as a witness.

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence

you are about to give will be the truthn the

whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

John Martin Hayes

WITNESS'S NAME: Ftorida Elections Commission

ANSWER:
$ j dn, tl

Pursuant to $90,605( I ), l,'lorkla Stqtutes'. "Thc wilncss's nnswer shall

bc notcd in thc rccord."

COMMITTEE NAME: Senate Committee Ethics and Elections

DATE: 02t26t2025

Attach in Session Organizer s-oo2 (02t11t20201



2024 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Gommittee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

lN RE: Executive Appointment of

Richard F. Joyce

Florida Elections Commission

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Mr. Richard F. Joyce

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Commiftee on Ethics and Elections of the Florida Senate will
conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 26,2024, in the Mallory Horne
Committee Room,37 Senate Building, commencing at 11:p0 a.m., pursuantto Rule 12.7(1) of the Rules
of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing
DATED this the 21st day of February,2024

Com on Ethics and Elections

Danny
As Chair and by authority of the

cc Members, Committee on Ethics and Elections
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

02212024.1735 s-014 (03/04/13)



2024 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Gommittee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

lN RE: Executive Appointment of

Kymberlee C. Smith

Florida Elections Commission

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Ms. Kymberlee C. Smith

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Ethics and Elections of the Florida Senate will
conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 26,2024, in the Mallory Horne
Committee Room, 37 Senate BuiHing, commencing at 11:00 a.m., pursuant to Rule '12.7(1) of the Rules
of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing.
DATED this the 21st day of February,2024

on Ethics and Elections

Danny
As Chair and by authority of the

cc: Members, Committee on Ethics and Elections
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

o22't2024.1735 s-014 (03/04/13)



2024 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Gommittee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

lN RE: Executive Appointment of

Tina Descovich

Commission on Ethics

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Ms. Tina Descovich

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Ethics and Elections of the Florida Senate will
conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 26,2024, in the Mallory Horne
Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 11:00 a.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1) of the Rules
of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing
DATED this the 21st day of February,2024

on Ethics and Elections

Danny rgess
As Chair and by authority of the

cc: Members, Committee on Ethics and Elections
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

02212024.1735 s-014 (03/04/13)
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Txe Flonrol Senare

GOMMITTEE WITNESS OATH

CHAIR:

Please raise your right hand and be

sworn in as a witness.

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence

you are about to give will be the truthn the

whole truthn and nothing but the truth?

Tina Descovich

WITNESS'S NAME: Commission on Ethics

ANSWER: \\ t ao, t(

Pursuant to $90.605( l). l'lorida Statutes: "'l'hc witncss's answcr shall
bc notcd in thc rccord."

COMMITTEE NAME; Senate Committee Ethics and Elections

DATE: 02t26t2025

Attach in Session Organizer s-002 (02r11t2020)



2024 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Gommittee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

lN RE: Executive Appointment of

Luis M. Fuste

Commission on Ethics

NOTIGE OF HEARING

TO: Mr. Luis M. Fuste

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Commiftee on Ethics and Elections of the Florida Senate will
conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 26,2024, in the Mallory Horne
Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 11:00 a.m., pursuantto Rule 12.7(1) of the Rules
of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing.
DATED this the 21st day of February,2024

on Ethics and Elections

Danny
As Chair and by authority of the com

cc: Members, Committee on Ethics and Elections
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

02212024.1735 s-014 (03/04/13)



2024 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Gommittee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

lN RE: Executive Appointment of

Ashley Lukis

Commission on Ethics

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Mrs. Ashley Lukis

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Ethics and Elections of the Florida Senate will
conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 26,2024, in the Mallory Horne
Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 11:00 a.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1) of the Rules
of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing
DATED this the 21st day of February,2024

on Ethics and Elections

n
As Chair and by authority of the comm

cc: Members, Committee on Ethics and Elections
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

02212024.1735 s-014 (03/04/13)



2024 Regular Session The Florida Senate

Gommittee Notice Of Hearing

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

lN RE: Executive Appointment of

Ashley Lukis

Commission on Ethics

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: Mrs. Ashley Lukis

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Committee on Ethics and Elections of the Florida Senate will
conduct a hearing on your executive appointment on Monday, February 26,2024, in the Mallory Horne
Committee Room, 37 Senate Building, commencing at 11:00 a.m., pursuant to Rule 12.7(1) of the Rules
of the Florida Senate.

Please be present at the time of the hearing
DATED this the 21st day of February,2024

on Ethics and Elections

n
As Chair and by authority of the comm

cc: Members, Committee on Ethics and Elections
Office of the Sergeant at Arms

02212024.1735 s-014 (03/04/13)
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COMMITTEE WITNESS OATH

GHAIR:

Please raise your right hand and be

sworn in as a witness.

Do you swear or affirm that the evidence

you are about to give will be the truthn the

whole truthn and nothing but the truth?

Ashley Lukis

WITNESS'S NAME: commission on Ethics

ANSWER: u '1 6.at
Pursuant to $90.605(l), I'lortda Stakiles "'fhc witness's answer shall

be noted in thc rccord,"

COMMITTEE NAME: Senate Gommittee Ethics and Elections

DATE: 02t26t2025

Attach in Session Organizer s-002 (02t11t20201,



CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: SB 37 Case No.:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Committee on Ethics and Elections Judge:  
 
Started: 2/26/2024 11:00:34 AM 
Ends: 2/26/2024 11:53:36 AM Length: 00:53:03 
 
11:00:37 AM Chair Burgess calls meeting to order 
11:00:38 AM Roll call 
11:00:46 AM Quroum 
11:00:57 AM Tabs 1-14: Confirmation Hearing for Appointments 
11:02:02 AM Ed H. Moore under Tab 14 will not be taken up 
11:02:23 AM Testimony: 
11:02:29 AM Colonel Mark Thieme, Executive Director of the Florida State Guard 
11:04:15 AM Remarks by Chair Burgess 
11:05:15 AM Questions: 
11:05:31 AM Senator Polsky 
11:05:49 AM Colonel Mark Thieme 
11:07:31 AM Senator Powell 
11:07:34 AM Colonel Mark Thieme 
11:07:55 AM Senator Powell 
11:08:01 AM Colonel Mark Thieme 
11:09:32 AM Chair Burgess reads waiving appearance forms 
11:10:37 AM Senator Powell moves to recommend confirmation of appointees on Tabs 1-11 
11:10:48 AM Roll call 
11:10:59 AM Tabs 1-11 reported 
11:11:06 AM Tab 12: Chad Mizelle, Chair of the Florida Elections Commission 
11:11:15 AM Senator Grall moves to recommend the confirmation of Mr. Mizelle 
11:11:37 AM Roll call 
11:11:49 AM Tab 12: Confirmation of Chad Mizelle reported 
11:11:57 AM Tab 13: John Martin Hayes, Florida Elections Commission 
11:12:07 AM Testimony: 
11:12:13 AM John Martin Hayes 
11:12:26 AM Chair swears in Mr. Hayes 
11:12:33 AM Questions: 
11:12:50 AM Senator Polsky 
11:13:16 AM John Martin Hayes 
11:13:21 AM Senator Mayfield moves to recommend confirmation 
11:14:22 AM Roll call 
11:14:28 AM Tab 13: Confirmation of John Martin Hayes reported 
11:14:44 AM Tab 13: Richard F. Joyce, Florida Elections Commission 
11:14:57 AM Senator Mayfield moves to recommend confirmation 
11:15:14 AM Roll call 
11:15:25 AM Tab 13: Confirmation of Richard F. Joyce reported 
11:15:33 AM Tab 13: Kymberlee C. Smith, Florida Elections Commission 
11:15:49 AM Senator Mayfield moves to recommend confirmation 
11:15:54 AM Roll call 
11:16:03 AM Tab 13: Confirmation of Kymberlee C. Smith reported 
11:16:15 AM Tab 14: Tina Descovich, Commission on Ethics 



11:16:30 AM Testimony: 
11:16:35 AM Chair Burgess swears in Ms. Descovich 
11:16:37 AM Tina Descovich 
11:18:33 AM Questions: 
11:19:32 AM Senator Polsky 
11:19:37 AM Tina Descovich 
11:20:53 AM Senator Polsky 
11:21:09 AM Tina Descovich 
11:21:22 AM Senator Polsky 
11:21:28 AM Tina Descovich 
11:21:38 AM Senator Polsky 
11:21:56 AM Tina Descovich 
11:22:15 AM Senator Polsky 
11:22:39 AM Tina Descovich 
11:22:55 AM Senator Polsky 
11:23:11 AM Tina Descovich 
11:23:26 AM Senator Polsky 
11:24:04 AM Tina Descovich 
11:24:10 AM Senator Polsky 
11:24:33 AM Tina Descovich 
11:24:36 AM Senator Polsky 
11:24:39 AM Tina Descovich 
11:24:51 AM Senator Powell 
11:25:26 AM Tina Descovich 
11:26:27 AM Senator Powell 
11:27:39 AM Tina Descovich 
11:28:39 AM Senator Powell 
11:29:39 AM Tina Descovich 
11:30:33 AM Senator Powell 
11:31:09 AM Chair Burgess 
11:32:15 AM Tina Descovich 
11:33:09 AM Senator Rouson 
11:34:17 AM Tina Descovich 
11:34:34 AM Senator Rouson 
11:34:37 AM Tina Descovich 
11:35:30 AM Senator Rouson 
11:36:05 AM Tina Descovich 
11:36:36 AM Senator Polsky 
11:36:50 AM Tina Descovich 
11:37:37 AM Senator Polsky 
11:37:42 AM Tina Descovich 
11:37:46 AM Senator Polsky 
11:38:20 AM Tina Descovich 
11:39:16 AM Senator Polsky 
11:39:31 AM Tina Descovich 
11:39:36 AM Senator Polsky 
11:39:40 AM Tina Descovich 
11:39:51 AM Senator Polsky 
11:40:06 AM Tina Descovich 
11:40:24 AM Remarks by Chair Burgess 
11:41:20 AM Tina Descovich 
11:43:04 AM Jonathan Webber waives against 



11:43:15 AM Debate: 
11:43:21 AM Senator Polsky 
11:46:04 AM Senator Mayfield 
11:48:10 AM Senator Ingoglia moves to recommend confirmation of Ms. Descovich 
11:49:11 AM Roll call 
11:49:26 AM Tab 14: Confirmation of Tina Descovich reported 
11:49:32 AM Tab 14: Confirmation of Luis M. Fuste, Commission on Ethics 
11:49:48 AM Senator Mayfield moves to recommend confirmation of Mr. Fuste 
11:49:53 AM Roll call 
11:50:01 AM Tab 14: Confirmation of Luis M. Fuste reported 
11:50:11 AM Tab 14: Ashley Lukis, Chair of the Commission on Ethics 
11:50:26 AM Chair Burgess swears in Chair Lukis 
11:50:37 AM Testimony: 
11:50:39 AM Chair Ashley Lukis 
11:50:41 AM Senator Grall moves to recommend confirmation of Chair Lukis 
11:51:24 AM Roll call 
11:51:30 AM Tab 14: Confirmation of Chair Ashley Lukis reported 
11:51:42 AM Remarks by Chair Burgess 
11:52:21 AM Remarks by Vice Chair Rouson 
11:53:23 AM Vice Chair Rouson moves to adjourn 
11:53:27 AM Meeting adjourned 
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